doctrine of reconciliation

I. Introduction.

A. Reconciliation is a Ph1 doctrine (soteriology) that emphasizes the change in a relationship from one of hostility to one of peace.

B. In the Word of God the vocabulary of reconciliation is often contrasted with the concepts of enmity and alienation.

C. While justification deals with the imputation of God’s righteousness to the one who believes, reconciliation deals with the friendly state of affairs that results from faith in the work of Christ.

D. In general, the concept deals with the restoration of a relationship between two parties that were previously at odds.

E. Reconciliation is a synonym for Ph1 peace.

II. Vocabulary.
A. While there is no Hebrew vocabulary for reconciliation, it is evident from any number of events that the Jews were familiar with the concepts of hostility and reconciliation.
1. It is seen in the lives of Adam and Eve, who were at peace with God and one another (Gen. 2:25), became alienated from God and one another by sin (Gen. 3:7-8,12), and were reconciled go God and one another by faith.  Gen. 3:21

2. It is seen in the lives of Esau and Jacob, who became estranged by virtue of Jacob’s deceit (Gen. 27:36,41), but were ultimately reconciled in peace.  Gen. 33:4

3. It is seen in the lives of Joseph and his brothers, who came to loathe Joseph (Gen. 37:4-5, 18-20), but were likewise united in peace.  Gen. 45:14-15
B. Greek vocabulary.
1. The root avlla,ssw (allasso) means to alter or change, to make something otherwise.  Acts 6:14; ICor. 15:51; Gal. 4:20
2. katalla,ssw (katallasso), verb, 5X, to restore a relationship between individuals, or between God and man, to reconcile, to change from enmity or hostility to friendship.
3. katallagh, (katallage), fem.noun, 4X, lit. to exchange, to profit from an exchange.  It is used figuratively for the reestablishment of personal relations, reconciliation.
4. avpokatalla,ssw (apokatallasso), verb, 3X, means essentially the same as three above, to change from enmity to favor, to reconcile.
5. eivrh,nh (eirene), fem. noun, peace.  This word is used in Ph1 contexts to refer to the state of reconciliation.  Acts 10:36; Rom. 5:1;Eph. 2:15
6. e;cqra| (echthra), fem. noun, 6X, enmity, hostility, hatred.
7. evcqro,j (echthros), masc. adjective, actively, one who is hostile, an enemy.  Passively, one who is hated, one regarded as an enemy.
III. Definition and description.

A. Webster defines reconciliation as “the act of removing any obstacles between two parties that are divided and thus, removing the barrier so that a state of harmonious or friendly relations is established again.”

B. Reconciliation deals with the matter of the restoration of friendly relations following a time of estrangement or enmity.

C. In the relationship between God and men, reconciliation implies at least four things.

1. The removal of man’s sin as the cause of estrangement from God.

2. God’s satisfaction with this disposition of man’s sins, which is the subject of the doctrine of propitiation.
3. God's declaration regarding the fact that man has been offered Divine favor.

4. Man’s acceptance of the grace that has been offered by God, which deals with the matter of faith.
D. In the Bible, reconciliation sometimes refers only to the changed relationship between God and man as effected by the cross; there is a positional sense in which God does not impute the trespasses to mankind.  IICor. 5:19
E. In other passages, it is used to signify the actual restoration to friendship that results from a person changing his attitude toward God and accepting the offer of pardon; this is experiential reconciliation.
IV. The need for reconciliation.

A. In Genesis, we observe that the relationship between God and man was initially harmonious.  Gen. 1:28-31

B. Following Adam's sin, the relationship between God and man clearly changed, as evidenced by the behaviors of Adam and Eve.  Gen. 3:8-10,17-19,23-24

C. God’s righteousness demanded that man’s sin be judged in his flesh with spiritual death, producing a situation in which man becomes further alienated from God due to the ongoing activity of the indwelling sin nature.  Eph. 2:1-3

D. The Mosaic Law was given to clearly define what constitutes sin and, due to mankind’s sinful flesh and inability to keep the Law, became the source of hostility or enmity.  Eph. 2:15

1. The word Law refers to the entire code.

2. The word commandments refers to the manifold injunctions that make up the code.

3. The term ordinances refers to the fixed or authoritative decisions of God as to what constitutes proper behavior.

E. The endless violations of the Law of God resulted in a barrier or dividing wall of sins between God and mankind.  Col. 2:14

F. The history of mankind is a continual history of sinful activity that formed an insurmountable  barrier (from man’s side) that separated sinful men from the righteous God.

G. As a consequence, there could be no permanent relationship with God for men unless the enmity/hostility was removed.
H. A secondary problem came about because of the existence of the Mosaic Law, which esentially formed a barrier between the Jews and the Gentiles, from whom the Jews were to remain separate.  

1. This is the subject of the dividing wall that is mentioned in Ephesians rather than the wall of sins that separated men from God.  Eph. 2:14
2. However, as Paul makes evident, the work of Christ removed the barrier between God and man, as well as the barrier that separated Jew from Gentile.  

V. The mechanics of reconciliation.

A. God determined to do for mankind what men could not do for themselves--remove the barrier between Himself and man.

B. The barrier of sins was dealt with in the body of Christ on the cross between 12-3 PM on the day he was crucified.  Eph. 2:15; IJn. 2:2

C. With the barrier removed all that stands between God and man is Jesus Christ, the One who removed the barrier.  Jn. 10:9, 14:6

D. The death of God’s Son for the sins of the world effected a positional reconciliation for all men.  Rom. 5:10

1. This positional reconciliation did not result in any change in God since He had always loved the world; this is an application of the attribute of immutability.  Jn. 3:16

2. Nor was the world changed, as manifested by the fact that it continued in its sinful rebellion against God.  
3. What was changed was the relationship between God and the world; the barrier of sin was taken away judicially, enabling God to show mercy when judgment was deserved.  Col. 1:20

4. Positional reconciliation was the work of God alone, an action in which mankind had no part.   IICor. 5:19

5. God reconciled the world to Himself in the sense that He made it an object of favor, having removed sin as the impassable barrier.

6. The issue before mankind is the Son of God, not the sin.

E. However, this does not mean that man’s attitude was changed nor actual friendship restored between God and man; there is a further aspect of reconciliation that must be accomplished in order to reconcile an already reconciled world.

1. This requires the removal of the enmity in man’s heart, a change of attitude on man’s part toward God.

2. The world, although reconciled in Christ positionally, still lives in a state of condemnation.  Jn. 3:18,36

3. Each individual must make a personal choice to reconcile himself to God by accepting the terms of the reconciliation as set forth by God.  
4. The terms are simply faith in the person and work of the One who removed the sin barrier.  Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:14

5. Therefore, at the point of faith in Christ, man enjoys the benefits of reconciliation, entering a state of peaceful relations with God.

VI.
This doctrine was taught in the Old Testament via the peace offerings.  Lev. 3

A. These offerings deal with the work of Christ in relation to the matter of peace or reconciliation.

B. The offering had to be without physical defect, which typifies the moral, sinless perfection of God’s Son.  Lev. 3:1

C. The offerer must lay hands on the sacrifice, indicating his personal identification with the sacrifice.  Lev. 3:2

D. The animal was physically slaughtered, pointing to the spiritual death of Christ.  Lev. 3:2

E. The blood of the animal sprinkled on the altar speaks of the fact that Christ propitiated the Father.  Lev. 3:2; IJn. 2:2

F. Part of the peace offering was offered as a burnt offering, the fat and the two kidneys and the lobe of the liver, which all refer to the spiritual prosperity of the God/man.  

G. Another emphasis of the peace offering was the concept of propitiation.  Lev. 3:5

H. Therefore, in the peace offerings, God is satisfied by means of the sacrifice and the sinner is reconciled to Him.
I. The peace offering would be used as food for the priests indicating that one cannot feed on the principles of doctrine apart from reconciliation.  Lev. 7:14,31

VI. Phase 2 issues related to the doctrine of reconciliation.

A. Once a person believes and partakes of the benefits of experiential peace with God, that believer is in a position to offer God’s reconciliation to others.

B. The message of reconciliation is the gospel.  IICor. 5:19

C. The ministry of reconciliation is given to believers, who are prepared to offer God’s terms of peace as ambassadors for Christ.  IICor. 5:20; IPet. 3:15
D. Believers may offer God’s terms for peace to any unbeliever, explaining to him that God does not hold his sins against him.  IICor. 5:21

E. If the unbeliever rejects God’s terms, the believer should inform him of his dire situation and encourage him to make peace with God.  Jn. 3:18,36; IICor. 5:20

F. Belivers are to also offer Ph2 reconciliation to other believers who have succumbed to the old sin nature, and have become alienated from God (and very often from other believers) in time.  IICor. 6:1; Gal. 6:1-2
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